
WASCO COUNTY COURT 

REGULAR SESSION 

AGENDA 

July 5, 2006 

LOCATION: Wasco County Courthouse, 
"COURTROOM #202" 

511 Washington Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

9:00 a.m. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

9:30a.m. OPEN TO DEPARTMENTS 

10:00 a.m. PUBLIC HEARING to consider proposed text amendments to the Wasco 
County National Scenic Area Land Use and Development Ordinance to 
reflect changes in the Management Plan for the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area which provide opportunity for commercial activities 
within historically significant structures. 

1:30 p.m. CONSIDERATION of proposals received for Economic Development 
Commission (EDC) Staffing Contract during Fiscal Year 2006-2007. 

NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO LAST MINUTE CHANGES. 

Tfie faciaty is fianaicayyea accessibfe. Pfease contact (541) 506-2520, 

if you neea syecia{ accommoaations to attena tfie meeting. 
T'D'D - 1-Boo-735-2900 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

JULY 5, 2006 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Scott McKay, County Commissioner 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant 

At 9:17a.m. Judge Dan Ericksen called the Regular Session to order. 

The Court discussed scheduling a work session to discuss the 
replacement of the Employee and Administrative Services Director and the 
direction of Quest. 

At 9:27 a.m. Molly Rogers, Wasco County Youth Services Director, and 
Trudy Townsend, Wasco County Commission on Children & Families Manager, 
met with the Court regarding the Commission's RFP for Shelter and Crisis 
Services. 

Molly Rogers informed the Court that the Commission put out a RFP 
about four weeks ago. The juvenile side of the Wasco County Youth Services 
Department is the only one to respond to the RFP. She feels it is appropriate to 
have an Intergovernmental Agreement between the two Departments. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Trudy Townsend noted the agreement that the Commission has had with 
The Next Door, Inc. to provide some crisis shelter care. Last January she 
convened a regional group to discuss shelter care. All partners who utilize 
shelter care were invited. During the meeting, the group learned that the 
program that we are currently utilizing is not addressing the needs of the County. 
Mrs. Townsend stated that she was expecting The Next Door to submit a 
proposal. 

Mrs. Townsend stated that they are hoping to develop several homes in 
the community that would be available for crisis shelter. There would be several 
beds available monthly. 

Mrs. Rogers stated that the County would be training the providers to 
know what to expect with juveniles in crisis. They are looking for three families 
so that they would be on call for one month at a time. They are looking at this 
program as a sustainable program. The program will not fit the total gap in the 
County, but it will fit the gap of out-of-control juveniles. 
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Mrs. Townsend stated that this would be a model program for the rest of 
the state. 

Further discussion occurred. 

Mrs. Rogers informed the Court on the Children's Watch Video Project. 

At 9:47a.m. Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development 
Director, stated they had one applicant for Senior Planner. They conducted an 
interview; however, the salary was too low. The County will need to open up the 
position again. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the Senior Planner opening, the 
workload at the Planning & Development Department, and Measure 37 
Compensation Claims, which have been filed in the State of Oregon. 

The Court recessed at 10:01 a.m. 

The Court reconvened at 10:06 a.m. 

Judge Ericksen called to order the Public Hearing to consider proposed 
text amendments to the Wasco County National Scenic Area Land Use and 
Development Ordinance to reflect changes in the Management Plan for the 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, which provide opportunity for 
commercial activities within historically significant structures. 

There were five people in attendance. 

Judge Ericksen went over the procedures for today's Public Hearing. 

Judge Ericksen asked if there was any member of the Court wishing to 
disqualify them self for any personal or financial interest in the matter. There was 
no one. 

Judge Ericksen asked if any audience member wished to challenge the 
right of any Court member to hear this matter, or who wishes to question the 
jurisdiction of this body to act on behalf of Wasco County. There was no one. 

Judge Ericksen called on Staff from the Wasco County Planning & 
Development Department to present the Staff Report. 

Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development Director, presented 
the staff report, as outlined in his staff presentation. 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
JULY 5, 2006 
PAGE3 

[[[A copy of the staff presentation from Todd Cornett, Planning & 
Development Director, is hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

Mr. Cornett referred the Court to Page CC-8 of the Court Packet. The 
Columbia River Gorge Commission did a survey to look at doing this scenic area 
wide. It indicates what structures would be applicable to structures in Wasco 
County. They ended up with seven (7) being eligible; six (6) were potentially 
eligible, 98 were not eligible, and 12 more needed researching, eight with no
access. 

Mr. Cornett referred the Court to Page CC-25, which is the letter from the 
Columbia River Gorge Commission stating that all proposed changes were 
consistent with the Management Plan. That is why they are not here today. 

Mr. Cornett presented to the Court a letter from Laurie Wall, dated 
June 28, 2006. The letter was received by the Planning & Development 
Department after the packet went out. 

[[[The letter from Laurie Wall, dated June 28, 2006 is hereto attached 
and made a part of this record.]]] 

The Court read Ms. Wall's letter at this time. 

Commissioner Holliday asked Mr. Cornett what the difference in cost 
would be. 

Mr. Cornett stated that it would be dependent upon the location of the 
application and the number of parcels. 

Mr. Cornett noted that Ms. Wall's comments are in the draft Minutes of the 
Wasco County Planning Commission as shown on Page CC-9. The proposed 
changes are listed on this page. 

Mr. Cornett went over the description of changes by Chapter. Mr. Cornett 
stated that the first thing the Court should discuss is that he is proposing it to be 
a conditional use. Prior to this, we allowed commercial uses to be conditional 
uses. He is proposing this as well. 

Mr. Cornett stated as to the issues raised by Ms. Wall; the first issue is 
that the seven (7) day notice of each event be increased to 21 days. The County 
thought her concern was the seven-day notice was based on each individual 
event. She thought the seven-day notice was on the actual hearing. When the 
County explained it, she had no concern. 
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As to the next issue of notification, if we are going to notify the same 
people we should notify them on the individual events. The notification 
requirement of the Management Plan is 500'. Ms. Wall is proposing that we 
increase the notification to 2000' based on the potential impact. Mr. Cornett 
stated that within the ordinance we did not do that; we kept it at 500'. Mr. Cornett 
is not opposed to increasing it; but he feels 2000' is excessive. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Judge Ericksen stated that 500' is adequate. 

Commissioner McKay stated that he prefers consistency. He would rather 
stick with 500'. 

Mr. Cornett asked if the Court would like him to read Section 20.400 in its 
entirety, which is five pages in length. 

The Court did not feel it was necessary for Mr. Cornett to read the entire 
section. The language is consistent with the Management Plan. 

Mr. Cornett noted the Court's options, as well as the changes to 
Chapter 14, which were housekeeping items that were not considered by the 
Planning Commission. 

At 10:36 a.m. the Public Hearing was opened to those wishing to testify. 

Bobbie Miller stated that she has some basic questions. Was the 
County's Plan from the Gorge Commission, and did any of this pertain to 
Multnomah County's Plan. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the County did not use anything from 
Multnomah County. We have not collaborated with Multnomah County. 

Mrs. Miller stated that she is glad that the County did not go with Laurie 
Wall's comments to expand notification to 2000', as well as not following 
Multnomah County's Ordinance. 

Mrs. Miller had several questions regarding properties in Wasco County 
that fall under this classification and whether these old buildings in Wasco 
County were surveyed. 

Some discussion occurred regarding Mrs. Miller's questions. 
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Mr. Cornett stated that there is a Rowena Motor Court building that would 
qualify. 

Mrs. Miller is concerned with the Adkisson property, which is historical and 
the Taylor property. 

Mr. Cornett stated that the qualification would come with meeting the 
federal registry of historical places. For clarification, Laurie Wall owns property 
on Morganson Road. 

At 1 0:45 a.m. the Public Hearing was closed to further testimony. 

Judge Ericksen commended Mr. Cornett for following the process through 
and getting the County to this point. 

Mr. Cornett stated that he has had several property owners over the last 
few years looking for economic opportunities for historical structures. This will 
address this. 

{{{Commissioner McKay moved to approve the proposed text 
amendments to the Wasco County National Scenic Area Land Use and 
Development Ordinance and the housekeeping changes being proposed to 
Chapter 14; and that the Staff and Planning Commission Reports and 
Findings are adopted. Commissioner Holliday seconded the motion; it was 
then passed unanimously.}}} 

The Public Hearing adjourned at 10:51 a.m. 

The Court considered the approval of the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of July 5, 2006. 

[[[A copy of the Regular Session Consent Calendar of July 5, 2006 is 
hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Regular Session 
Consent Calendar of July 5, 2006 as presented. Commissioner McKay 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the letter to Ernie 
Kirchner, Oregon Housing and Community Services, in regards to the 
Sherman County Housing Rehabilitation Program. Commissioner McKay 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 
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[[[A copy of the letter to Ernie Kirchner, Oregon Housing and 
Community Services is hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

{{{Commissioner McKay moved to approve the Resolution in the 
matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated State Parks Grant 
Funds during Fiscal Year 2006-2007. Commissioner Holliday seconded the 
motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

The Court briefly discussed the letter from Brian and Linda Stahl, dated 
May 2006 requesting the adoption of an Ordinance for Non-Discrimination. 

Commissioner Holliday stated that she does not have a problem with the 
Wasco County Committee for Non-Discrimination's proposed policy statement. 

Staff will check with the City of The Dalles to see what they have adopted 
as to Non-Discrimination. Copies of pertinent County polices will be pulled out 
for the Court's review. 

At 11:12 a.m. the Court visited briefly with Eric Nisley, District Attorney, 
regarding the recent cherry harvest and the upcoming grape harvest. 

The Court recessed at 11:17 a.m. until1 :30 p.m. 

At 1 :40 p.m. the Court reconvened. 

There were 11 people present. 

Keith Mobley, Chairman of the Wasco County Economic Development 
Commission, presented the recommendation of the Wasco County Economic 
Development Commission on the proposals received for the EDC Staffing 
Contract. Mr. Mobley noted that the three proposals were sent out electronically 
to the Commission Members for a straw vote. Nine of the 10 Commissioners 
responded with their preference. The tenth member was having email problems. 
Seven of the nine voting members favored the proposal from the Columbia 
Gorge Community College. The Dalles Area Chamber of Commerce and the 
Mid Columbia Economic Development District received one vote each. 
Mr. Mobley stated that the Commission is recommending that the Court act on 
their recommendation as soon as possible and extend a contract to the Columbia 
Gorge Community College. 

A lengthy discussion occurred regarding the Commission's 
recommendation and the proposals received. 
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Commissioner Holliday stated that all proposals received were good 
proposals. 

Commissioner McKay stated that he was kind of leaning on someone 
being outside the economic development players of the County. Maybe 
someone having more of the facilitator prospective than being a member of the 
Commission. 

Judge Ericksen stated that everyone that applied are players in economic 
development in some degree. They all have a relationship with the County, 
which provides close contact and communication with a mutual goal, economic 
development is generally good for all. Judge Ericksen stated that he could not 
see where one organization would be any better than the other. 

When asked, Mr. Mobley responded by stating that he would like to see 
the Commission spending time next year on updating the County's Strategic 
Action Plan. 

Joan Silver, Commissioner Member, stated that she agrees that the 
Strategic Action Plan identifies some purpose. The scope of the Commission, 
the development of a long-term contract, and a future plan is very critical to be 
put in place this year. 

Further discussion occurred. 

Commissioner McKay stated that he ranked the proposals as follows: #1 
Mid Columbia Economic Development District, #2 The Dalles Area Chamber of 
Commerce, and #3 Columbia Gorge Community College. Commissioner McKay 
noted that the Court has tried to empower the Economic Development 
Commission so he would go with the College's proposal. 

Georgia Murray asked to address the Court. 

Georgia Murray stated that she looked at the proposals from the College 
and MCEDD. She feels MCEDD did a better job. She does not agree with the 
County Court going along with what the Commission recommends on who they 
want to work with. She thinks that MCEDD should get this and it has nothing to 
do with Dan Spatz. Mrs. Murray stated that she thinks that economic 
development is the creation of more jobs and they are looking at it as a regional 
thing. The college has had the contract for nine years. She feels MCEDD 
should get it and see where they can take it. Mrs. Murray suggested that the 
College provide the education of economic development in the community. 
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Bobbie Miller asked about where the County is getting the money to fund 
the contract. 

Judge Ericksen informed her that the County is funding the contract by the 
Enterprise Zone monies from 02. 

Mrs. Miller addressed some projects funded by the Oregon Investment 
Board. She stated that they are sometimes not aware of projects until they get to 
the Gorge Commission level. She would not like to see the Chamber get the 
contract since their job is tourism. The College is expanding so their hands are 
pretty full at the time. Mrs. Miller agreed with Commissioner McKay's comments 
on an organization without economic development ties. 

Some discussion occurred in regards to comments made by Mrs. Miller as 
to funding awards from the Oregon Investment Board. 

Commissioner McKay stated that he would support the choice of the 
Economic Development Commission. The Columbia Gorge Community College 
has provided the service for nine years. He would recommend that we go 
through a process when the County gets additional funding and maybe 
reexamine who should be performing the duties under the contract. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the County needs to figure out what is the role 
of the County as to economic development. As to the grant dollars and loan 
process, that is what MCEDD does. The County does not really fit that 
description. Our economic development is the guiding body, more as an advisor. 
Judge Ericksen feels the College has the ability to provide the administration of 
the program. 

Commissioner Holliday feels that the Court should support the 
recommendation of the Economic Development Commission. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to accept the recommendation of 
the Wasco County Economic Development Commission to contract with 
the Columbia Gorge Community College for one year at the cost of $15,000. 
Commissioner McKay seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

The Court visited with Dan Spatz, Columbia Gorge Community College 
Representative, regarding economic development services in Wasco County. 

Commissioner McKay noted that he has spoken to Jana Hage, Home At 
Last (HAL) Director. Mrs. Hage is concerned that HAL is outgrowing the Animal 
Shelter. 
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Some discussion occurred. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Ordinance in the 
matter of the Wasco County Court's decision of the Wasco County 
Planning Commission's recommendation to approve the proposed text 
amendments to the Wasco County National Scenic Area Land Use and 
Development Ordinance to reflect changes in the Management Plan for the 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area which provide opportunity for 
additional uses in Buildings on or eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places and housekeeping changes to Chapter 2 and Chapter 14. 
Commissioner McKay seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

The Court signed: 

-Agreement for Subgrant under Wasco County's Commission on Children & 
Families Act Grant between Wasco County, Oregon, and The Next Door, Inc. 
- Ordinance in the matter of the Wasco County Court's decision of the Wasco 
County Planning Commission's recommendation to approve the proposed text 
amendments to the Wasco County National Scenic Area Land Use and 
Development Ordinance to reflect changes in the Management Plan for the 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area which provide opportunity for 
additional uses in Buildings on or eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places and housekeeping changes to Chapter 2 and Chapter 14. 
- Resolution in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated State 
Parks Grant Funds during Fiscal Year 2006-2007. 
- Letter to Ernie Kirchner, Oregon Housing and Community Services. 

The Court adjourned at 2:53 p.m. 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 

Scott McKay, County Commissioner 

missioner 
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1. Agreement for Subgrant under Wasco County's Commission on Children 
& Families Act Grant between Wasco County, Oregon, and The Next 
Door, Inc. 



ACTION ITEMS: 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

July 5, 2006 

DISCUSSION LIST 

1. Establishment of date and time for Court to conduct a work session to discuss 
the replacement of the Employee & Administrative Services Director. 

2. Approval of proposed letter to the Oregon Housing and Community Services in 
support of Sherman County's Housing Rehabilitation Program, dated July 5, 
2006. 

HIGH PRIORITY: 

1. Consideration of the request from Kay Tenold, Wasco County Fair Board, 
seeking assistance from the County, dated April 11, 2006. 

2. AOC Survey regarding County support for State Programs. 

3. Discussion on the letter received from M. D. Van Valkenburgh, dated 
May 12, 2006. 

4. Replacement of Bob Cole and Sal Sahme on the Mt Hood Economic 
Alliance. 

5. Appointment of the Wasco County Wildfire Coordinator. 

6. Establishment of the Wasco County Wildfire Steering Committee. 

MEDIUM PRIORITY: 

1. Discussion on farmable land in Wasco County. 

2. Discussion on the establishment of System Development Charges. 

LOW PRIORITY: 

1. Naming of basement meeting rooms. 

2. Discussion on the availability of housing for low and moderate income 
households in the next five years. 

3. Employee Recognition for Process Improvement. 

ON HOLD TEMPORARIAL Y: 

Page 1 - Discussion List 
8/21/2006 



1. Posting packets on the website. 

2. Discussion on the possible reorder of the Sesquicentennial Flag for Wasco 
County, Oregon. (As per Fred, the cost will be $94.62 per flag for a 
minimum order of 12. The price will be higher for a flag order of 6 to 11 flags.) 

3. Location for Catlink. (Will review use of old Public Works Building in September, 
2006.) 

4. Designation of Individual or Department to fill the openings on the Radio Station 
Schedule for 2006 (November 141h). (Lynn Rasmussen cannot attend since she 
has a class scheduled. Need to designate another person.) 

5. Request from Merle Davis to lease property owned by Wasco County which 
is located near the Tygh Valley Cemetery and the request to rezone said 
property to allow a Recreational Vehicle Park. (Will reconsider in April, 2007.) 

6. Email from Heidi Stanphill, Hood River County, dated November 2, 2005 in 
regards to the NACo Prescription Drug Program. 

8. Storage request from the Wasco County-The Dalles Museum Commission. 
(On hold until after the Court conducts a walk through of County facilities.) 

9. Request from the Wasco County Fair Board for a surplus computer. 
(Referred to Randy by Judge Ericksen, 08/05.) 

INFORMATION ONLY: 

1. 

Page 2 - Discussion List 
8/21/2006 


